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I 
suspect that many historians will make their judgment 
on the book from the cover alone.  As one can deter-
mine from Dr. Sean Maloney’s remarks in his acknowl-
edgement, he has a polarizing effect upon many. You 
either like his work, or you do not. Having said that, I 

believe his title is appropriate. Many historians would con-
sider Sean’s work roguish, if for no other reason than his 
approach. He has written a history of the early phase of 
Canada’s combat mission in 
Afghanistan, namely Spring/
Summer 2006, from a very personal 
perspective. The book is, in essence, 
a literary reality show starring Sean 
Maloney. It is a snapshot of his per-
sonal time, travels, and experience 
in-theatre. His history of events, 
their genesis and execution, are all 
based upon his observations, inves-
tigative questioning, and assess-
ments. He admits as much.

Puritans and traditionalists 
will undoubtedly cringe. There are 
virtually no endnotes or sources. 
The few that are provided reference 
only his own previous work. In the 
end, you are left with two simple 
choices - you either accept what he 
says and his assessment at face 
value, or you do not. Adding to the 
potential discomfort of some histo-
rians is the fact that the narrative 
text is gritty, very personal, and 
replete with expletives.   

Having said all of that - I liked it. The account of CTF 
Aegis and TF Orion is fast-paced and detailed. Importantly, it 
provides insight into the decision making, complexities, and 
challenges with which leaders at the company to task force 
level had to wrestle. Where Christie Blanchford’s renowned 
work, Fifteen Days, tells the tale of the Spring/Summer battles 
through an intimate detailed account of events from the per-
spective of a number of soldiers who fought in those climatic 
engagements, Sean’s account helps explain how and why our 
soldiers engaged in those deadly combats.  

The book is raw in its narrative delivery. However, it 
captures the complexity and terror of war and conflict better 
than sterile accounts based upon memorandums and reports, 
where the smells of cordite, fear, sweat, and death are not at 
all present. His reflection upon those who deal with the dead 

and wounded brings to the fore the true cost of conflict, and 
the price still being paid by survivors. In all, the book is very 
real, and he captures many of the underlying issues of the 
conflict well. He very ably provides a riveting account that 
describes the scope of the fighting in southern Afghanistan 
from an insider perspective close to decision making at vari-
ous levels during the time period. Maloney also commend-
ably explains the complexity and difficulty of balancing secu-
rity and development, as well as the challenges of operating 
in an ambiguous, alien, and harsh environment while attempt-
ing to conduct counter-insurgency (COIN) operations.

To support the text, the book also provides 15 black-and-
white photos that capture key personalities, as well as some of 
the equipment used by Canadians, and the terrain with which 
they had to contend.  More importantly, the volume contains 

seven detailed maps that allow the 
reader to understand and follow the 
operations and battles described. 
The book also includes three graph-
ics that help explain COIN theory. 

Undisputedly, Dr. Maloney is 
one of the most experienced and 
knowledgeable historians with 
regard to Canada’s engagement in 
Afghanistan. He is the Canadian 
Army’s designated historian, and is 
currently writing the history of the 
Canadian Army in Afghanistan. He 
has spent many months in theatre 
with virtually all the Canadian bat-
tle groups that rotated through 
Kandahar. He is well-connected 
and knowledgeable on the subject, 
and, as such, he brings insight not 
available elsewhere. Maloney helps 
fill in gaps that are not readily 
available in archival files. 
Nonetheless, the most significant 
criticism I have with the book is 
that Sean makes no effort to pro-
vide substantiation of his conclu-

sions or assessments. The complete lack of any sources or 
justification for conclusions leaves the reader, as noted ear-
lier, in a tough bind. It almost comes across as an arrogant, 
‘… take my assessment at face value or too bad for you, I 
don’t have to explain myself.’ In the end, it detracts from the 
work, as the reader is left wondering what really happened in 
a given circumstance on occasion. For instance, he refers on  
numerous occasions to the “assassination” of Canadian diplo-
mat Glynn Berry. However, an exhaustive Board of Inquiry 
that investigated the incident, and all those involved for 
months, determined categorically that this was a case of 
‘being in the wrong place at the wrong time.’ Sean’s choice of 
stressing the “assassination” conspiracy theory without pro-
viding any context or substantiation, or at least making known 
why this was done in light of official findings contrary to his 
viewpoint, is unfortunate.
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“W
ar has always been news,” writes 
Timothy Balzer in the first line 
of his book, and management 
and control of the war news has 
always been of prime importance 

to politicians and generals. Balzer’s book, The Information 
Front: The Canadian Army and 
News Management during the 
Second World War, is a well-
researched and well-thought out 
study of how the Army’s public 
relations apparatus functioned 
during the greatest war in 
Canadian history.

The product of both a mas-
ter’s and a doctoral theses, 
Balzer’s book  details the develop-
ment and operations of the  Army 
PR apparatus, from nothing at the 
beginning of the war in 1939, to a 
large, smoothly-functioning orga-
nization by the time First Canadian 
Army was in the field in 1944-
1945. There are some interesting 
characters on his pages, not least 
Colonel R.S. Malone, who eventu-
ally led the Army’s PR efforts, and 
whose 1946 book, Missing from 
the Record, omitted much and 
embellished the rest. What is most 
interesting in Balzer’s account, 
however, are his case studies of 
Dieppe, Sicily, and three 
Normandy incidents.

The Dieppe study, the only one to be examined here, is 
explosive. The raid on Dieppe was a disaster, a completely 
bungled operation that saw Canadian troops thrown away in 

wholesale. There were British commandos involved, as well as 
fifty American Rangers, but it was a Canadian operation, 
launched under the auspices of Combined Operations 
Headquarters, and led by Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten. 
Mountbatten was about as well-connected as any serving offi-
cer could be, his royal relatives and political friends every-
where. He was also acutely aware of the value (to him) of 
good public relations, and his headquarters planned and plot-
ted carefully before every operation, not least a big operation 
such as Dieppe.

Mountbatten’s aim was to ensure that Dieppe was seen as 
a success, whatever the operational outcome. Success would 
equal success, but so would failure; it was all a matter of pre-
sentation. While there was, in fact, a PR plan prepared for a 
failure, it was set aside and the plan for success was used 
instead. There were great and important lessons learned, the 
media was told, and important objectives were achieved. Yes, 

casualties were suffered, but the 
results more than justified them. 
And for years afterwards, 
Mountbatten repeated the same 
line, arguing that the lessons of 
Dieppe paved the way to the gen-
uine success of D-Day. General 
Harry Crerar, who had pushed the 
Canadians into the Dieppe raid, 
argued the same, and countless 
historical accounts have repeated 
this dubious claim. The need to 
justify slaughter, the requirement 
that senior commanders be viewed 
as wise and deserving of their 
promotions and their glory, all 
combined to put lipstick on the 
pig of disaster.

Even from the Canadian 
Army’s PR point of view, Dieppe 
was spoiled by the great media 
coverage the tiny American con-
tribution received. His eye on 
bigger prizes, Mountbatten under-
stood that U.S. publicity was 
worth much more than Canadian, 
and there were more American 
PR staff attached to his headquar-
ters for the Dieppe operation than 

Canadian. As it was, once the casualty lists became public—
one newspaper was forced to publish the hugely long list 
over three days—the raid achieved its Canadian notoriety, 

Overall, I found the book interesting and provocative. The 
writing is crisp and moves quickly. I strongly recommend the 
book to military historians, military practitioners, and the gen-
eral public alike. In the end, it provides an excellent snapshot 
of COIN in the Afghan theatre of operation during Spring/
Summer 2006.
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